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Relationships between human and nature will continue to define our shared future 
globally. Invisible agents, such as zoonotic coronavirus of COVID-19 and carbon emission of 
climate change, remind us that human cannot stay healthy without healthy environment. New 
emerging infectious diseases, like COVID-19, have taught us that our health is dependent upon 
each other. Thus, no one is safe until everyone is. Global cooperation is key to a healthier future 
for us all. This lesson is of utmost importance, as human society is embarking on a post-pandemic 
journey with potential threats arising from climate change. In this session, participants will learn 
lessons from Indonesia's response to COVID-19, as well as its effort to build back better, healthier, 
and more sustainable post-pandemic future for all. 
 
 

Dr. Monica Nirmala currently serves as the advisor to the 
Coordinating Minister of Maritime and Investment Affairs, Luhut 
Binsar Pandjaitan, on COVID-19 response in Indonesia. Dr. 
Nirmala is a Fulbright scholar from Indonesia, who obtained her 
Master of Public Health degree from Harvard University. Prior to 
her time in the US, she led an Indonesian non-profit (ASRI), that 
provides healthcare, alternative livelihoods, planetary health 
education, and reforestation projects to local communities living 
near the rainforests of Gunung Palung National Park, West 
Kalimantan, Indonesia. She spoke at national TVs and various 
webinars on Covid-19 and what it takes to create a safer, healthier,         
and more sustainable future.  

 
 

 
 
 
  




